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Definition of Prevention

Primary Prevention 
The first level of prevention, primary prevention, focuses on strategies for the general public. Primary prevention strategies often seek to strengthen family functioning.  The philosophy of primary prevention is that keeping children safe from abuse and neglect is the responsibility of the entire community.  The long-term goal of such strategies is to educate the entire community to create social change that is intolerant of child maltreatment.

Secondary Prevention
The next level of prevention includes strategies that are focused on those who are at risk for abuse or neglect of their children. These include high-stress familial situations, lack of familial or community support and young maternal age.
Possible goals of secondary prevention include: increase parents ’parenting skills and strategies; enhance bonding and communication between at-risk parents and their children; increase the connection between at-risk parents and resources or services in the community; increase parents’ skills in coping with stresses of caring for children with special needs; and to increase access to social and healthcare services for all community members.  These goals ultimately seek to strengthen family functioning and keep children safe from abuse and neglect.

