SCAN, Inc.

RISK FACTORS

LEADING TO CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

GROUP I – PARENTS/ADULTS CHARACTERISTICS


Abused as a child


Lack of parenting skills


Unrealistic expectations of the child’s capabilities


Lack of knowledge of normal child development


Expect child to meet parent’s needs


Lack of support systems

GROUP II – PARENTS/ADULTS CHARACTERISTICS


Poor impulse control


Lack of coping mechanisms for stress


Inability to meet one’s own emotional needs


Self-oriented/egocentric


Low self-esteem


Isolation


Distrustful of others


Substance abuse

GROUP III – CHARACTERISTICS of CHILD THAT MAKE THEM MORE VULNERABLE


Handicapped


Premature


Adopted


Frequent illness

GROUP IV – FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS


Large Family


Crowded living quarters


Any socioeconomic class


Children close in age


Teenage parents


Single parents


Domestic Violence

GROUP V – STRESS/CRISIS


Hospitalization


Divorce/Broken relationships

Marital discord


Mental illness


Unemployment


Death in the Family


Domestic Violence


Incarceration


Unwanted pregnancy


Moving
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